THE COMPANY STORE (K-425)
Lynch, Maryland
(late 19th)

One of the most interesting buildings in the village of Lynch,
this one-story square building is, as its name implies, a 19th century
store. It was constructed in response to the business generated by
the Kent County Railroad which began service about 1870. The structure
retains most of its late century detailing, including a pair of store
doors and a chimney pot, now a rare item in this area. On the interior
are shelves for displaying wares and a stove located--as expected--in
the middle of the sales area.

The Lynch Store is one of a few late-19th century general store
buildings that survive in Kent County. Two others, the store at Melitota
(K-409) and the store at Locust Grove, retain much of their interior
features but are located in buildings that are essentially the same

building form as houses of the same period.
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The charming "Company Store'" building in Lynch is a 24 foot square, one-story

structure with a low hipped roof. It is frame and the roof is covered in corrigated
metal sheathing. The building rests on a brick foundation.

The main entry is in the west facade, just a few feet from the edge of Rt. 561,
Lynch's main street. A later shed roofed porch with chamfered posts shelters the
front of the building and, if the chairs in place are an indication, once served as a
community gathering place. There are a pair of entry doors with upper lights and
recessed lower panels edged with bolection moldings. Like the windows in the building,
the doors are set in plain frames. On either side of the door are large windows with
6/6 sash and wooden shutters with three panels with ogee panel moldings.

Windows on the sides and rear of the building are less regularly spaced but have
the same description as those on the front. There is an additional entry door in the
rear of the facade to provide access to the back rooms. This doorway has a transom
light and a door with a four-light sash and a pair of lower panels.

In spite of its size and function, the building is elegantly proportioned and
cleanly detailed. The eaves of roof are finished with a cyma recta and fillet crown-
mold and the top of the wall is finished by a crisp, wide fascia. The corners of the
structure are emphasized by wide, plain cornerboards with an extremely bold quirked bead
at the corners. In contrast to the strength of these bold edges, the wall surface
is covered with flat and delicate German Shiplap siding. The clay chimney pot behind
the roof peak is provides an almost whimsical touch to this Greek Revival structure.

The interior is divided into three rooms, the main store room and two back rooms.
Store shelves, some with cabinets below are located on the rear wall of the main room

and between the windows.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the most interesting buildings in the village of Lynch, this little square
building is, as its name implies, a 19th century store. It was constructed in response
to the business generated by the Kent County Railroad which began service about 1870. The
structure retains most of its late-century detailing, including a pair of store doors and
a chimney pot , now a rare item in this area. On the interior are shelves for displaying
wares and a stove located--as expected--in the middle of the sales area.

The Lynch Store is one of a few late-19th century general store buildings that
survive in Kent County. Two others, the store at Melitota (K-409) and the store at
Locust Grove, retain much of their interior features but are located in buildings that
are essentially the same building form as houses of the same period.

This building, on the other hand, was obviously constructed with a special purpose
in mind. In that regard, as well as in style, it recalls the offices on Lawyers Row

in Chestertown, buildings that date from about the same period.
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